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disappear. You will be surprised to learn that sev-
eral of these jugglers, when they fall ill, willingly
have recourse to the missionary; and there are but
few who do not listen to him, and who do not admit
that there is a Great Spirit, the maker of all things,
who alone must be adored. Recently one of the
chief men asked to be instructed, after having long
resisted. Afterward, when he fell ill, and was near
his end, he had no rest until he at last received holy
baptism, while exhorting all his children to embrace
our religion.

The young men are no less opposed to the prog-
ress of christianity than are the jugglers. Among
them are monsters of impurity, who abandon them-
selves without shame to the most infamous actions;
this is the reason why we find hardly a single young
man upon whom we can rely for the exercises of
religion. The middle-aged men and the old men
alone have any constancy.

As a compensation, the women and girls have
strong inclinations to virtue —although, according
to their customs, they are the slaves of their broth-
ers, who compel them to marry whomsoever they
choose, even men already married to another wife.
Nevertheless, there are some among them who con-
stantly resist, and who prefer to expose themselves
to ill treatment rather than do anything contrary to
the precepts of Christianity regarding marriage.

There are many households where husband and
wife live in great fervor, without heeding what the
jugglers or the young libertines may say. They are
always the first at church; they punctually attend
the public prayers, and courageously support our
side. Some of them assemble in the cabin of one



